
Students participated in designing and implementing a pollinator 

garden for the White Lake Community Library located in White-

hall, MI. The pollinator garden helped to reduce turf and erosion 

on the library grounds. The garden also served as a microhabitat 

for native pollinators, such as bees, butterflies, and humming-

birds. By participating in this project, students learned the value of 

pollinators as important contributors to the native plant and ani-

mal community. Students also learned by restoring natural habi-

tats for native plants and animals that they are also reducing turf 

and unwanted erosion. Students also attempted to solve sustain-

ability issues by building birdhouses and auctioning them off to 

raise funds to financially sustain the garden for years to come. 

Project Overview 

Community Partners  
 

 White Lake Community Library 

 Weesies Bros Garden Centers 

 Stibitz Farms LLC 

Whitehall District Schools 

Helen R. Ealy Elementary 

2014 - 2015 School Year Team: 
 

 58 Students 

 3 Teachers 

 2 Classrooms 

 4th Grade Students 

Helen R. Ealy Elementary School 
Building a Garden, Restoring a Community 

4
th

 Grade Students 



All students visit White Lake 

Library to research and decide 

on plants and materials needed 

to build pollinator garden. 

Teacher leaders and 

field coordinator meet 

with White Lake 

Library to assess 

needs. Then present 

needs to the students. 

Whitehall District Schools 

Ealy Elementary, June 2015 

Skills learned: 

 Integrate information from text about a topic in order 

to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably 

 Conduct research projects that build knowledge 

through investigation of different aspects of a topic 

 Apply the area and perimeter formulas for 

rectangles in real world situations 

 Determine how environmental factors and changes 

affect a local food web 

 Collaborate with others to complete a task/project 

20014-2015 Project Timeline 

Students research native 

plant and bird species. 

Purchase plants and 

materials needed to 

create the pollinator 

garden. 

Site preparation, planting, 

and erecting structures. 

Create educational 

materials and products for 

presentation and media. 

“A garden is a grand teacher.  It teaches patience and careful watchfulness; 
it teaches industry and thrift; above all it teaches entire trust”. –Gertrude Jekyll 
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