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Project Overview 

Students participated in designing and implementing a native pollinator garden for Michigan’s Heritage 
Park located in Whitehall, MI. The pollinator garden helped restore native habitat lost during the 
construction phase of Michigan’s Heritage Park. The garden also serves as a microhabitat for native 
pollinators, such as bees, butterflies, and hummingbirds, as well as serving as an educational experience 
for the community to learn about the vital role that pollinators play in a healthy ecosystem. By 
participating in this project, students learned the value of pollinators as important contributors to the 
native plant and animal community. Students also learned by restoring natural habitats for native plants 
and animals that they are active stewards in the community and can make significant decisions that have 
positive impacts in the community that they reside. 



Skills Learned 

 Integrate information from text about a topic in order to 

write or speak about the subject knowledgeably 

 Apply knowledge of the area and perimeter formulas to 

solve problems in real world situations 

 Determine how human activities can have positive and 

negative effects on the physical environment 

 Develop and implement an action plan to address and 

inform others about a public issue 

 Participate in projects to help or inform others. 

Teacher leaders and field 

coordinator met with Michigan’s 

Heritage Park to assess needs. Then 

presented needs to students. 

Muskegon Conservation District 

visited classrooms to present 

community needs of species 

diversity and the importance of 

pollinators. 

Michigan’s Heritage Park 

visited classrooms to present 

their need to plant a native 

pollinator garden on their 

premises. 

Students researched the importance 

of native plant species and the role 

that pollinators play in all ecosys-

tems. Students also design gardens 

that met the criteria for the location 

of the garden.  

Student teams presented 

their garden proposal to 

Michigan’s Heritage Park’s 

Board and the Whitehall 

District School Board. 

OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE 

All students visited Michigan’s 

Heritage Park over the course 

of three days planting the 

native pollinator garden. 

Students visited Weesies 

Brothers Garden Center to 

learn about their business and 

how they provide native plants 

for the pollinator garden. 

2015 - 2016 

Project Timeline 

“A garden is a good teacher. It teaches patience and careful watchfulness; it teaches 

industry and thrift; above all it teaches entire trust”. - Gertrude Jekyll 


