
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

hete Helen R. Ealy Elementary 

Building a Healthy White Lake Community 

Ealy Elementary 

2014 – 2015 

l 49 Fifth Graders 

l 3 Teachers 

l 2 Classrooms 

l 1 Community  

. . .  Forever changed 

Community Partners 

f JoanScott Design 
 

f The White Lake 
Assisted Living 
Center  
 

f The White Lake 
Area Sustainability 
Network 

 

 

Project Overview 
Students learned about overall health of a 
community and how to identify strengths and 
weaknesses within an environment. They used 
maps to study the White Lake shoreline and 
address areas of concern. 

Students selected an area of concern for our 
community that was also of personal interest to 
them. They used informational books, websites, 
and videos to learn more about their topic. They 
focused on what has been done in the past, what 
they would like to see in the future, and made a 
plan of action. 

Students developed, published, and produced a 
variety of informational sources to educate the 
community about acting sustainably. A Green 
School event was held for community members 
to come learn from student presentations on 
topics such as recycling, Styrofoam reduction, 
composting, rain barrels, pollinator gardens, solar 
energy, and creating animal habitats. 

Students went out into the community and took 
action based on their research. We planted a 
pollinator garden, installed recycling bins in our 
school, added garbage cans and a Knocking out 
Pollution campaign on our bike trail, created bat 
houses, and changed our environmental practices 
at home. 

“I know that kids can 
change the world 

because just one small 
thing can lead to a big 

thing so if 1 kid did 
something good, his/her 
family and friends would 

do it, then the 
community, then town, 
then city, and so on.” 

- Aidan, 5th Grade 



 

 
 

 

2014-2015 Timeline of Events 

   Fall              Winter    Spring   Future 

Learned about 
strengths and 
weaknesses of 
community 
health through 
maps from the 
MAISD.  
 

Went on a 
walking field trip 
and did a 
community 
inventory and 
identified areas 
of concern. 

Began 
researching 
areas of 
weakness 
around White 
Lake using 
informational 
books. 
 

Met with Mrs. 
Cabala and Mr. 
Mack from the 
WLASN to 
learn about 
sustainability. 

Created 
informational 
projects to 
inform others 
about small 
changes they 
could make that 
would make a big 
difference. 
 

Took action and 
made positive 
changes in the 
community based 
on our research. 

We are hopeful 
future fifth grade 
classes will continue 
our water bottle 
and paper recycling 
around the school. 
 

We also hope people 
will see our 
butterfly garden, 
garbage cans, and 
compost bins and be 
inspired to continue 
our movement. 

Skills Learned: 

B Informational Reading and 
Writing Strategies 

B Invasive Species 
Identification and Removal 

B Presentation and Public 
Speaking Methods 

B Public Policy and the 
Process of Change 

B Civic and Community  
Responsibility  


