
This partnership worked to 
create a Community Sensory 
garden space that improves 
habitat for birds, butterflies, 
frogs and other wildlife by 
providing essential elements 
needed – natural food sources, 
clean water, cover and places 
to raise young. 

The Community Sen-
sory Garden habitat is located 
on the property of the Sanctu-
ary of the Park Nursing 
Home which is easily accessi-
ble for their residents and 
staff as well as the sister nurs-
ing home Sanctuary of the 
Oaks, located adjacent to the 
garden.  MAISD staff and 
students can also conveniently 
access the garden to assist in 
caring for and appreciating 
the green space.   

  In the creation of 
the Sensory Garden thought 
was given to making the gar-
den environmentally friendly 
by using recycled materials 
such as, newspaper, and 
worm compost. Other items 
that were refurbished for the 
garden were; pots, mulch, soil, 
and garden pavers. The habi-
tat currently provides food 
sources through fruit vines, 
pollen, foliage/twigs, and sap. 
The butterfly garden contains 

a puddling area as well as vari-
ous wildflowers and milkweed 
that attract hummingbirds and 
butterflies.  

The Community Sen-
sory Garden was developed to 
enjoy all five senses in the gar-
den through taste, smell, 
sound, touch, and sight. The 
element of taste will be incor-
porated through a wheelchair 
accessible elevated bed that 
will have edible plants such as, 
vegetables, and herbs.  The 
sense of smell will be provided 
through the fragrant flowers 
and herbs. Sounds will be 
heard from birds, wind chimes, 
and tall grasses. The element of 
touch will be incorporated in 
the garden through another 
wheelchair accessible elevated 
bed that will be a place of re-
flection with a Zen garden and 
textured plants (lamb’s ear, 
dusty miller). The brightly 
painted rocks, butterfly bench, 
wind chimes, plants, flowers, 
and signage all provide a beau-
tiful sight throughout the gar-
den.  The next phase of the 
garden includes making paths 
throughout so it is accessible 
for all.  

Student Learning  

 

Student’s planting wild-
flowers in the butterfly 

garden! 

Community Partners  
 

 Muskegon Area ISD 

 Sanctuary at the Park-

Senior Living Community 

 Pioneer Resources-Food 

for Thought Program 

 Sanctuary at the Oaks-

Senior Living Community 

 Community Encompass 

Muskegon Area ISD 

School Year Team: 

 25+ Students 

 7 Teachers/

educators 

 Transition Youth 

 Senior Living  

   Residents 

The collaboration of 
local nursing home residents 
and transition age youth has 
created a friendship and 
taught all that participated 
how to be better stewards of 
the environment through 
peace, love, and gardening! 

AJ, a student stated, 
“I feel like I leave a piece of 
myself each time I go work in 
the garden.  I am glad I got to 
be a part of creating a space 
for the community and wild-
life to enjoy.”  

Community Sensory Garden 



Students testing the soil for 

consistency and  

temperature 

2014-2015 School Year Project Timeline 

Learning Objectives:  Students will…. 

 learn the importance of community partnerships; 

 learn to collaborate with diverse populations; 

 maintain green space; 

 learn landscaping and horticulture skills 

 Learn about native and invasive species; 

 communicate to their fellow students and elders about the im-

portance of sustainable agriculture.  

Students visited the Sanctuary at the Park nursing home weekly 

to learn about gardening and made crafts for the garden. Some 

crafts included; bird houses, wind chimes and signs. 


