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Priority Project Abstracts are a means for community organizations to outline potential student projects that address a priority issue in a watershed. The information from the abstract will be used by the interested WMGLSI teacher teams and primary project partners to further develop project implementation and funding strategy.

Project Title:  Survey of mollusk community in Duck Lake
Priority Issue Addressed: A  recent sharp decline has occurred in zebra mussels in Duck Lake. Have native mollusk populations also been affected?

Project Goal(s): 


1. Survey the density and species diversity of snails in Duck Lake

2.  Establish reference sites for future studies

3.  Acquaint participants with snail ecology
Summary of Project

· Overview and Location

· Duration (on-going, ends in 2015, etc)

· Timeline of activities

· Long-term maintenance or monitoring associated with the project 

· Summary of how this project meets watershed goals
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Role of Students:

· Specific roles that students would carry out as part of the project

· Description of products, and their purpose, that students would be completing for the partner organization, e.g. signage, brochures, presentations to board, data collection reports, videos, photos
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Role of Project Partners:
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Estimated Project Cost: 

· Summary of projected expenses 

· Potential funding sources
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Community Partner Contact Info:
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Attach any related materials (newspaper articles, documents, brochures, website link, etc.)

See PowerPoint presentation on Duck Lake mollusks at:

http://www.white-river-watershed-partnership.org/mollusks

Priority Project Abstract





The project will contribute to characterizing the snail community in Duck Lake


This is an ongoing project


Surveys will be undertaken 3 times during the summer of 2014


The Duck Creek Watershed Assembly wishes to understand the factors affecting the mollusks in Duck Lake





Students will carry out surveys of the snail community in the shallow, sandy littoral zone in Duck Lake by laying out survey plots and screening the bottom sediments to collect, enumerate, and identify the snails present


Students will develop and complete data forms and prepare photos documenting their observations and techniques


Students will use internet searches to help with snail identification and to compare their results to other lakes


Students will collaborate on a poster presentation summarizing the main aspects of snail ecology and the results of their surveys








DCWA will provide equipment, training, and help with interpretation


AWRI will be solicited to provide technical back-stopping





Expenses will include transportation and lunch


DCWA and the Duck Lake Association will be solicited for contributions





Thomas Tisue, Ph. D.


Technical Chair, Duck Creek Watershed Assembly


4388 Duck Lake Road


Whitehall 49461


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:thomastisue@comcast.net" ��thomastisue@comcast.net�


231 421 4408 (home)  630 670 2237 (mobile)








