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Priority Project Abstracts are a means for community organizations to outline potential student projects that address a priority issue in a watershed. The information from the abstract will be used by the interested WMGLSI teacher teams and primary project partners to further develop project implementation and funding strategy.
Project Title:  A Coordinated and Systematic Program of Water Quality Monitoring for West Michigan
Priority Issue Addressed: Assessment of the existing water quality conditions while allowing evaluation of past and future management practices.
Project Goal(s): 


1.  To teach basic water quality analysis and evaluation principles
2.  To establish student made, deployed, and maintained automated sensors with real time access and internet connectivity
3.  To create a shared system involving numerous and diverse partners with integration in a community based sustainability initiative 
Summary of Project

· Overview and Location – GVSU Hub with nodes located at participating schools
· Duration (on-going, ends in 2015, etc) – Long term, minimum 3 years to establish
· Timeline of activities – 

· Identify and develop project teams from participating schools – 4 months
· Examine and initiate sample strategy- 6 months
· Purchase equipment build systems – 9 months

· Set up data capture and dissemination system – 9 months

· Begin automated analysis -  12 month – 36 months 
· Long-term maintenance or monitoring associated with the project – maintenance will be a continuous need throughout the project.  The level of attention is yet undetermined.
· Summary of how this project meets watershed goals
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Role of Students:

· Specific roles that students would carry out as part of the project

· Description of products, and their purpose, that students would be completing for the partner organization, e.g. signage, brochures, presentations to board, data collection reports, videos, photos
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Role of Project Partners:


[image: image3]
Estimated Project Cost: 
· Summary of projected expenses 

· Potential funding sources
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Community Partner Contact Info:
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Attach any related materials (newspaper articles, documents, brochures, website link, etc.)
Priority Project Abstract





It is necessary to monitor water quality in a systematic and long-term basis in order to understand changes that occur and to establish that quality remains at acceptable levels.  Water quality monitoring is also essential to determine the impact of pollution control measures and management strategies. 





Students would be involved in all aspects of monitoring including design of strategy, hands on sample collection and analysis, building of automated sensors, sensor deployment, development and maintenance of data storage needs, and information dissemination.  Students might be involved in advertising the program, identifying partners, and communicating outcomes with their parents and their community.





Mentor student groups within each participating schools.  Fund raising as appropriate.  Safety of field operations. 





$30,000 start-up costs





Community Foundations, donations, USEPA Education Grants, MICorps Grants
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